
Once again I would like to thank those in the public education community who 
continue to support Stewart House.

Your generosity has enabled Stewart House to provide care for 1,744 public school children in 
2012 and to plan for an expected 1,800 students across 22 intakes in 2013.

School Liaison Officers - DEC Salary Contribution Scheme

Thank you to the 217 schools who hosted a visit from our School Liaison Officers in 2012.  
Christine Hawkins began visiting schools in Term 1, 2012 and a second School Liaison Officer, 
Vanessa Harrison was appointed in Term 4. 

Their fifteen minute presentations, outlining what happens at Stewart House and seeking support 
from school staff, have resulted in the number of salary contributors rising from 6,100 to almost 
8,000 and an increase in recurrent annual donations by over $300,000.  However, we anticipate 
that 2,000 of our current contributors will retire from the public education system this year.  The 
increase is welcomed assistance in overcoming our projected shortfall.  

We very much appreciate the support of DEC employees who participate in the salary contribution 
scheme as this is our only source of constant and reliable income and funds almost 38% of our 
operating expenses each year.  If you would like to book a visit from our School Liaison Officer 
please contact Stewart House on 02 9938 3100.  If you wish to sign up or to increase your 
contribution please return the form on the back of this page.

Upgrade of facilities

In 2012 we reported that we had received a significant bequest which funded urgent work on the 
upper building at Stewart House.  After spending in excess of $650,000 we now have a building 
with no water leaks! The building, first opened in 1977, houses dormitories, recreation rooms and 
dining facilities.  We are pleased to report we now have a waterproof roof, functional balconies 
and new doors and windows.  The dormitories have continued to undergo refurbishment creating 
an even more comfortable environment for the children to enjoy their stay. 

Stewart House Day 10th May 2013

You can support Stewart House on 10th May, by selling our High Bounce Handballs, by having 
your students and staff participate in the ‘gold coin’ Donation Drive or by running your own 
fundraising event.  We use Stewart House Day as a focal point for fundraising to acknowledge 
previous year’s donors at our Annual Presentation Ceremony.  However, you can order your High 
Bounce Handballs and select a date that suits you to hold your fundraising.  Further information 
is available on our website www.stewarthouse.org.au

New merchandise - The Stewart House High Bounce Handballs

This year Stewart House is selling High Bounce Handballs for $3.00 each.  The handballs are 
lightweight and perfect for fun in the playground while supporting Stewart House at the same 
time.  As part of an ongoing partnership, Modern Teaching Aids have generously funded the 
postage costs this year.  MTA also provide significant funding for the program each year.  Order 
forms and samples of the high bounce ball are enclosed in this mail out.  

Donation Drive

Donation Drive envelopes will be distributed in Term 1 via NSWDEC from Bridge Street to every 
school in the state.  Your students and staff can donate a minimum of $2.00 for a chance to win 
a $4,000 holiday to the destination of their choice. Completed envelopes should be returned to 
your school on Stewart House Day (Friday 10th May) so they can be sent to Stewart House by 
the draw date - Friday 24th May.  
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Fun on the beach opposite 
Stewart House

Stewart House playground

Making friends

Manly Sea Eagles with 
high bounce handballs
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YES, I want to support the commitment Stewart House has to NSW public school children in need. 

To the Accountant, NSW Department of Education and Communities, 
authority for contribution from NSW Department of Education and Communities Salary.

I would like to:   contribute a fortnightly donation to Stewart House          increase my current contribution

For the amount of: $4.00          $8.00          $10.00          $20.00          $......... other amount
	 	 	 I	agree	that	my	contribution	will	automatically	increase	annually	in	line	with	the	official	CPI.	

Surname: ....................................................................................................................................................................................

Given names: ....................................................................................................................................................................................

Signed:  ..............................................................................................................  Date: ..........................................................

Address:  ....................................................................................................................................................................................

Suburb:  ................................................................................................................Postcode: ...................................................

Serial number: .............................................................................. Current school: ............................................................................

Telephone: ...............................................................................Mobile: ........................................................................................

Email:   ....................................................................................................................................................................................

As a recognised charity, all donations over $2 are tax deductible and the ATO will accept the deduction outlined on your payslip as 
evidence	of	donation.

Fax back to (02) 9907 1638 or register online via www.stewarthouse.org.au. 
For more information call Amanda Bisset on (02) 9938 3021.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Friends of Stewart House - 75th Anniversary

Stewart House has been fortunate to receive continued support from our volunteer group Friends 
of Stewart House, for the last 75 years of our 82 year history.  The Friends were formed in 1937 
as WAWILI (Wives of Administrative Heads, Wives of Inspectors and Lady Inspectors of the 
Department of Education) to raise funds to assist the work of Stewart House.  In 1992, their 
membership expanded to include any like-minded supporter of Stewart House, both male and 
female and they are now known as Friends of Stewart House.  They raise significant funds for 
Stewart House and take care of lease expenses for one of our buses every three years.  They 
also provide practical support for the program by knitting and sewing items for the children as 
required.  We acknowledge the support received from the Friends and congratulate them on 75 
years of service.  If you are interested in joining Friends of Stewart House annual membership is 
only $10.  Further information is available on our website.

Funding for 2013

With rising costs Stewart House now needs $2.9million to cover operating expenses annually.  As 
NSW Public Education’s Charity of Choice we hope your school will continue to support our work 
for public school students in need of a break from their current circumstance.

As one recent visitor to Stewart House described her stay ….”Stewart House was a great help 
I went down there with problems and not knowing how to solve them but all the staff helped me 
solve them so I came home problem free…My Mum was so happy that everyone down at Stewart 
House helped me while I was down there….”

Christine, Vanessa and I look forward to visiting some of your schools and receiving your support 
in this our 82nd year.  Thank you for taking the time to read through this information at such a 
busy time in the school calendar.

Amanda Bisset 
STEWART HOUSE MARKETING MANAGER

Update Term 1, 2013

Kool Kids dormitory

Original Stewart House building 
with one of our buses


